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World Expo: 1851 to 2020
The greatest ideas stand the test of time

Expo 1851, London

UK Pavilion

Expo 2020, Dubai
The first World Expo, aka The Great Exhibition, 
was hosted at Hyde Park, London

44 states participated in the event that ran from 
1 May to 11 October 1851 

The event was a symbol of the Industrial Revolution, 
and an opportunity to highlight Britain's indomitable 
"role as industrial leader"

It took around 5,000 navvies to erect the 1,850 feet long, 
108 feet (33 m) high Crystal Palace structure

13,000 exhibits, including the Kohinoor, the world's largest 
diamond at the time, were displayed during the event

Six million people visited the Exhibition, enthralled by the 
latest technologies, including a hydraulic press, modern textile 
machines, and sophisticated carriages that predated motor 
vehicles and bicycles

The event was an enormous economic success, 
with a profit of £186,000  - a fortune at the time

Inspired by one of Stephen Hawking’s final projects, ‘Breakthrough 
Message’, inviting people to consider what message Earth would 
communicate to other advanced civilisations in Space (3)

Key feature will be the continuously changing poem on the exterior, 
generated by artificial intelligence and visitor contributions

Designed by Es Devlin OBE and produced by Avantgarde, the UK 
Pavilion will lead with the participating theme ‘Innovating for a Shared 
Future’

"We firmly believe the economic miracle that we’ve seen here is just 
the start of something much, much bigger – and Expo 2020 will provide 
a window on the world of opportunity that we see for our customers 
around the globe," said HSBC UAE Chief Executive Abdulfattah Sharaf

Hosted over a 438-hectare site, between 20 October, 2020 - 
10 April, 2021

Theme is 'Connecting Minds, Creating the Future'

More than 190 participant nations, as well as multilateral 
organisations, businesses and educational institutions set to 
participate

60 live shows, 200 restaurants and 15+ hours
of entertainment daily

Expo-related projects are valued at US$42.5 billion (1)

Event will see visitors book an estimated 70 million hotel 
room nights

262,400 full-time workers expected to support the 
Pre-Expo period

Event will require 50,000 new hotel rooms

Around 25 million visits during the event 

Total receipts from Expo could hit US$60 billion (2)
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